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Tomato yellow leaf curl virus (TYLC) is the most 
destructive disease of tomatoes found in tropical and 
sub-tropical regions. 

Plants infected early in their growth staged have 
significantly reduced fruit production, often leading to 
100% losses in heavily infected fields. 

Symptoms

•	 Yellow (chlorotic) leaf edges.
•	 Upward curling of the leaves, which appear 

crumply.
•	 Reduced leaf size.
•	 Stunted growth.
•	 Low fruit yields. 
•	 Flower drop. 

Survival and spread

TYLCV is transmitted by whiteflies (Bemisia tabaci).
The virus is not transmitted by seed, soil or from plant 
to plant by handling.

Management

•	 Control whitefly infestations.
•	 Destroy old crops (alternative hosts).
•	 Use of resistant/tolerant varieties.
•	 Practise crop rotation with non-host crops
•	 Spray with Lambda-cyhalothrin-based 

pesticides e.g. Karate 2.5% WG, Tata Umeme 
2.5 EC (insecticides should be alternated to 
prevent development of resistance).

 

Tomato  leaves curling and cupping upwards 
(Source: CABI)
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