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Tomato ringspot virus (ToRSV) is a rare but serious 
pathogen of tomatoes. It infects a variety of plants 
including chickweed, dandelion, narrow leaved plantain 
and fruit crops like apple, grape, peach, and raspberry. 

Symptoms

•	 Ring spots or yellow rings blotch patterns on the 
foliage.

•	 Decline in plant growth and a reduction in fruit 
set.

•	 Shortened internodes.
•	 Stunting and small clusters with tiny fruits. 

Survival and spread
•	 It’s transmitted mechanically by farm tools and 

by seed
•	 Adult nematodes and larvae vector the virus for 

up to 8 months.
•	 It affects a wide range of plants including woody 

shrubs.	

Management

•	 Field sanitation
•	 Use resistant/tolerant varieties.
•	 Crop rotation.
•	 Drench using Azadirachtin-based products 

(e.g. Nimbecidine) to control nematodes.
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Tomato leaf with ringspot symptoms (Source: 
Plantwise)

 



Yellow ringspots and mottling of tomato fruits (Source: FAO)
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