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Pest:  Sorghum midge Contarinia sorghicola 

Crop:  Sorghum  

      Alternate Hosts:  Columbus grass, forage sorghum 
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Pest Name Sorghum midge Contarinia sorghicola (Coq.)(Cecidomyiidae: 
Diptera) 

Description 

 

It has a worldwide distribution and is considered to be an important pest 
of sorghum. The adult fly is very small, delicate and has a bright orange 
abdomen and a pair of transparent wings. The maggot feeds inside the 
developing grain and also pupates therein. It emerges between the tips 
of the glumes leaving the white pupae case attached to the tip in a 
characteristic manner. The life-cycle from egg to adult varies from 14 - 
90 days. 

Disease/ Pest Category  Sporadic 
 Occasional pest 

Symptoms The maggots feed on the developing grains and cause the developing 
grains to shrivel and thus severe infestation has a significant effect on 
the overall production of grains (usually no grain formation). The loss 
varies from 20 - 50 %. 

Diagnosis 
 

Look for the presence of the pest and resultant damage symptoms 

Conditions prevailing that 
contribute to success 
 

 Presence of previous crop residues that may house larvae in their 
hibernating stages. 

 Presence of wild hosts around sorghum fields when the crop is 
about to bloom (flowering). 
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Control Strategy  Field sanitation  
 Early uniform planting 
 Spray with insecticides such as Bulldock Ec  
 Plant early maturing varieties such as Gadam 
 Quarantine may be imposed to minimize spread of the pest. 
 

Mandate Centres KARI-Katumani, Lanet, Mtwapa, Kakamega, Perkerra and Kitale. 
 

Reference Links – book, journal 
paper, magazine, brochure, 
bulletin, fact sheet, web etc 

1. Katumani 201008-Sorghum -pearl millet pests 
2. http://pests-millet.blogspot.com 
3. http://www.daff.qld.gov.au/...-pastures/broadacre-field-
crops/integrated-pest-management/a-z-insect-pest-list/sorghum-midge 

Geographic Coverage 
Occurs where sorghum is planted 
and some alternative hosts like 
Columbus grass and forage 
sorghum 
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Expert Name – Dr. Mr., Mrs., 
Ms. (circle one) 

Mr. Patrick Kalama and Ms  Mary Wanyonyi 

Expert Contact Details 

 

patrickkalama@gmail.com;mwanyonyi09@yahoo.com or 
karikitale@yahoo.com 

 

 


